Ice-breaker: Sorting-students-into-3-groups game
Instructions: Print and cut up. Hand out to students randomly.  Get students to go round room playing “taboo” (i.e. don’t say the words in the middle column).  Tell them that they will naturally divide up into 3 groups but in order to do so they have to find out what they have in common.   Tricks exist in the colour choices and shapes.  There are enough cards for a classroom of 16, if you class is smaller, extract cards according to your personal choice/ knowledge of your students’ vocabulary range.  Feel free to add new categories, expand game, and make more groups if necessary.  Photos can easily be found on www.flickr.com.
	THE FRUIT
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	You may not say these words: 
Tomato

Fruit

Sauce

Pizza
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  
You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Apple

Fruit

Sauce
Pie
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Plum

Fruit

Sauce
Pie
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Strawberry

Fruit

Jam
Cream
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Banana
Fruit

Shake 

Monkey


	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.


	THE PEPPERS and SPICES
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	You may not say these words: 
Pepper

Goulash

Spicy
Salad
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Chili pepper
Sauce
Hot

Spicy
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Jalapeno Pepper

Chili

Mexico
Spicy
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Pepper

Sneeze

Steak
Spice
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Clove
Teeth
Spice

Cake
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Saffron
Paella
Spice

Spain
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.


	THE VEGETABLES
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	You may not say these words: 
Cucumber

Vegetable

Salad

Tzatsiki
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Zuchini

Courgette

Vegetable
Moussaka
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Butter

Squash

Vegetable

America
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Pumpkin

Vegetable

America

Halloween
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.
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	You may not say these words: 
Carrots
Vegetable

Bugs Bunny
Soup
	You must describe your picture and find  people who belong in a group with you.  

You may talk about your size, your shape, your taste, your colour, your smell, the way you feel when touched and you may use your hands to create the general shape.






This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 License.Karenne Sylvester, www.kalinago-english.com
You can adapt, change, add, cut up, pass on –pretty much do whatever you like with it!  
